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In a Red Frame: A Critical Study of the Ideology of Religious
Discourse in the Fairy Tale "The Red Shoes"
By Hans Christian Andersen
Afrooz Jahandideh'
Abstract

It is very important to pay attention to the themes of fairy tales and stories whose main
audience is children and adolescents. The narrative discourse of these formats is
sensitive due to its main audience, and great care must be taken in presenting the
meaning and content. Writers, consciously or unconsciously, interfere with their
opinions, beliefs, convictions, and thoughts in the work they create. Ideology is also
one of these categories and concepts that can be found in every work - at least - a trace
of it. The main topic of this article is religious ideology and religion (Christianity) in a
fairy tale by Hans Christian Andersen, called The Red Shoes. In The Fairy Tale of The
Red Shoes, Andersen has expressed in a completely direct and explicit manner what is
considered acceptable for adolescent girls in terms of religious, cultural, and social
rituals. The narrative discourse of this fable is based on the use of symbols and
metaphors to show the girl's transition from innocence to experience and to the age of
religious and religious obligation, but it is presented in a harsh and disturbing
language (vocabulary, narrator, ending, and presentation order). This critique shows:
1. The dominant aspect of this fable is the author's ideology regarding religious issues
and the church's religion, which has taken over the structure of the story like a leaven,
in such a way that removing the manifestations of this worldview from the body of the
story will leave nothing else. 2. The religious, social, and cultural teachings that the
author has tried to instill will have negative effects on the audience instead of having a
positive impact, because 3. The direct, not implicit, expression of ideology and
explicit teaching will cause opposition from the audience.

Keywords: Religious ideology, Children's literature, Kristian Andersen, Narrative
discourse
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